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Arich and Ora Cissin,
Eytan (above): ‘He was
something exceptional”

THE DEATH OF ONE SOLDIER

A young man's death in battle is al-
ways cause for mourning and there is no
wherent difference in the quality of the
felt by the families of the thousands
Sgyptian, Syrian and Israeli youths
who lrI\ in the recent Mideast war, But
the pervasiveness of grief is surely great.
est in Israel whose death toll of 1,854
men was oquivalent, on a proportional
basis, to something more than twice the
toll suffered by the United States in its
decade-long involvement in Vietnam. Last
weeck, Newsweex's Jerusalem  bureau
cf Angus Deming talked with one Is-
raeli family about the loss of their 10
year-old son and filed this report

rieh Cissin and his wife, Ora, are no
strangers to war. They met in the
Palmach—the Jewish underground organ-
ization—prior to the establishment of the
state of lsracl. Since then, Arieh Gissin
has served as an officer in both the war of
1948 and the Six Day War, and as a re.
servist in_the latest round of Mideast
fighting. Thus, despite their comfortable
apartment in a Tel Aviv suburb and
Arich’s executive position in an engineer-
ing irm, the Gissins have never been al-
lowed the luxury of forgetting what war
s all about. And perhaps that fact-com-
wed with their sturdy kibbutz back-
wd—explains the source of the inner

strength and self-discipline that enabled
them to talk freely with me about the
death of their son.

Eytan Cissin was killed on the fourth
day of the Yom Kippur war. In an action
on the Colan Heights, his reconnaissance
unit ran up Agains
Syrian commandos and his half-track ro-
eived a direct hit from a Syrian missile
Although wounded and ordered to take
cover, Eytan wrenched one of the half-
track’s 50-cal. machine guns off its mount
and poured fire into the advancing en
emy untl he was killed. “He wasnt
really all that of a soldier,” his
father said. “But I think what happened
to Eytan is what happens to all our ch
dren in Israel. hate war, but when
it comes to fjoining the army, they all
want to go into the toughest, most dan-
” s units.”

Pride: Eytan had been in the army a
litle more than « year. He had joined
up as soon as he turned 18, interrupting
his education at Syracuse University in
New York in order to get his three
years of compulsory military training
behind him. “This son of ours,”
mother said proudly, “was really some-
thing exceptional. He was very intelli
gent, and nobody had anything to say
against him.” She showed me a snapshot
of u strikingly handsome, dark-haired

=

boy with the first ¢
tache. “The last ti
father ch d in sorrowfully,
ing Rosh Hashana [the Jewish New
Year]. He told me then t there was
going to be another war-but 1 didn't
believe it and T joked and laughed at
him before he left. We never saw him
again.

Arich Gissin was at his office in Tel
Aviv when the tragic news arrived. One
of the three-man teams the Israeli Army
sent out to inform families of the death
of relatives suddenly appeared before
h “1 took one look at them,” he said,
“and [ knew immediately.”

The Cissins have two other sons be-
sides Eytan. When 24-year-old Raanan,
who lives in the US. with his Israck
wife, learned the news of his brother's
death, he was determined to retum to
Israel for active duty. "It was difficult
to hold him there,” his father asserted
“But after all, he was an air-force ground
officer and what was really needed here
at the time were tank men and pilots.” As
for Eytan's O-year-old brother, his ro-
action was more subdued but no less in

“Yaron,” his mother explained, “is

not & very outspoken little boy and he

just pushed it into some corner of him-

self. But one night, when I thought he

was asleep, | heard him crying to him-
v

so many other Israeli
ns” grief has been com-
death of three other
relatives in V' i And,
quite by ch:

him was bw

friends—the

to die in three wars.
|

Seill,

the Cissins refuse to
despair jch Gissin feels no hatred
for the Arabs. In fact, he believes that
some valuable lessons can be learned
from the latest war. “We have been
living in & fool's paradi
Day War," he
ot developing in the way i

have. We couldn’t afford all that boast-
ing and overconfidence. If we have to
some occupied territory and
come to our senses in other
ways, then some good may yet come of
all this.” Then, somberly, ho conchuded
“But we will have paid a terrible price for
t. We have lost the thing dearest to us.”

>

cized huff with the announced intention
of running for Parliament 0, in re-
markably short order, Sharon whipped
Israel’s badly splintered right wing into a
coalition called the Likud. That the
Likud can unseat Mrs. Meir and the La-
bor Party seems unlikely, but Sharon and
his right-wing allies have made it clear
that they intend to serve as a mallying
point for popular disenchantment with
the government’s conduct of the war.

The targets of Sharon’s attack quickly

Newsweok, November 26, 1973

made it plain that they were not unpre-
pared for verbal battle. General Bar-
Lev challenged Sharon's claim of credit
for the Suez Canal breakthrough; docu-
mentary evidence, charged Bar-Lv,
would prove that many others had a hand
n its planning and execution. Then, go-
ing beyond his rebuttal of Sharon, Bar
Lev scemingly d up a Pandora’s
bax of acrimony by insisting that Israel's
military intelligence—contrary to most re-
ports—had indeed detected that an Arab

attack was imminent on Oct. 6. “But this
conclusion was not transmitted effective-
ly enough to our troops in the front lines,”
said Bar-Lev. “At the hour when Egypt
and Syria started the war, our soldier
in the front line were washing their
laundry. This is a very sad ay grave

fact

At this point, with the judgment of the
high command under serious attack, Is-
rael's Defense Minister joined in the fray.
Dayan insisted that no one—not he nor
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