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a soldier. ymal-Rishon Avi Shefe
Lo )

HUNDREDS OF young people
gathered at the massive stone gate
of the military cemetery on Mt.
Herzl in Jerusalem to escort the
body of their fallen comrade, Yosef
Sasson, to its grave. Sasson, a 25-
year-old Samal in the Golani
brigade, was killed last week in
Lebanon.

Present were those who grew up
with him in Jerusalem’'s Baka
quarter; those who had spent many
afternoon hours with him at the
neighbourhood Beit Hanoar youth
centre; those who studied with him
at the Hebrew University; those
who shared his interest in
photography; and the children of
the Masorati School on French Hill,
where he taught sports and gym-
nastics.

Yossi had already accomplished
many things, but he was still
restless. Recently he went to Dallas
to work with relatives in the dia-
mond business, and though he made
a good start, he reached the conclu-
sion that he had only one home,
Israel.

For many of those who gathered

Funeral in Jerusalem

By CHARLES HOFFMAN / Jerusalem Post Reporter

at the gate it was not the first time
since the start of the war that they
had made the trek across town to
Mt. Herzl. Yossi was the fifth from
Baka to lose his life, and the fourth
alumnus of Beit Hanoar.

THE PROCESSION enters the
gate, following slowly behind the
command-car that bears the coffin.
Past lofty pines, silently keeping
watch over the graves of the men
and women who fought and died in
wars and actions going back to
before the establishment of the
state.

Following the command-car as it
turns up a steep path leading to the
crest of the hill, the procession goes
on under a searing afternoon sun,
unrelieved by the breeze that usual-

ly blows at this hour.

The mourners reach the
gravesite, a clearing among the
trees. There are narrow pathways
and stone walls, there is freshly
turned earth and what seems to be
an incongruous outpouring of
colour. It comes from the flowers
and wreaths laid on the fresh graves
of Yossi’s comrades who died in
Lebanon.

After the coffin is lowered into
the grave, the chaplains, officers
from Yossi’s unit and the honour
guard stiffly assume their positions
around it. The buckets of reddish
brown soil are passed quickly from
hand to hand and poured into the
gash in the earth. Yossi’'s father
David, a fifth-generation
Jerusalemite born in the Old City,

and also a Golani veteran, pours out
his wrath on those who have taken
his son.

Gripped tightly by his remaining
two sons, he cries out: “Who killed
you, Yossi? Soldiers? Terrorists!

Cowardly, filthy terrorists. I am from

the Old City. I know the Arabs and’
know who killed you.”

Cutting through the sobs and
curses of his father, his mother Sara
groans, “I'll never forgive them,
never.”

His parents’ families were driven
out of the Old City during the War
of Independence.

The chaplain intones the prayers,
pauses and says, “The father will
recite Kaddish.” The mourners, un-
til now barely able to contain their

8o

ticipation of the wrenching moment
to follow.

AS A prayer book is thrust into his
trembling hands, the father cries,
“My eyes are blind:d by tears, I
cannot see.” Steadied momentarily
by his family, he begins, ‘‘Yitgadal
veyitkadash shmei raba. Amen!
Amen!"

Somehow, with his wife, sons and
daughter crowding close around
him, he concludes the prayer. The
service is completed. Three salvoes
from M-16 assault rifles are fired
over the grave by the honour guard,
and the mourners begin to disperse.

Among the last to leave the
gravesite are a group of
schoolchildren and a tourist, who
had wandered into the scene from
the other side of Mt. Herzl.

As the mourners leave, they pass
the 17 other graves of Yossi’s com-
rades. The flowers and wreaths on
the first ones have already wilted.
Next to these and stretching back
into the serene wooded slope are
rows and rows of graves from

revious wars, linking personal loss
grief, emit a collective sob™ i @f=™" ticdl® )
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