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Hundreds of rabbis and yeshiva
students followed the coffin yester-
day of Rav-Turai Yair Shmuel Lan-
dyu, 23, who was buried in

T

P CR——

the military cemetery on Mt. Herzl
in Jerusalem. A member of the ar-
moured corps, he fell during a battle
with the Syrians and terrorists near

Lake Karoun

in the Lebanese

Bek’a. Among the mourners were
Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek.
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The Municipality of Jerusalem

cordially invites you to the dedication of

GAN YAIR

in memory of Yair Landau

with the participation of Mayor Teddy Kollek

on Monday, June 20, 1983 at 4.30 p.m.

Comer of Sderot Zalman Shazar and Rehov Ha'aliya

(adjacent to Binyenei Ha'uma).
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Israel Center Library Dedicated
In Memory of Young Oleh

by Ronald I. Rubin

The Yair Landau Memorial Library,
established in memory of a 23-year-old
American oleh killed in action last year
during Israel’s ““Shalom HaGalil"" cam-
paign, was dedicated on June 14th at
the Orthodox Union/NCSY lIsrael Cen-
ter in Jerusalem.

The Library is a new major educa-
tional tool of the Israel Center, which
offers a variety of services to Americans
living, visiting and studying in Israel.
According to current plans, funds rais-
ed for the Yair Landau Memorial
Library will go towards providing 1000
basic works, both in Hebrew and
English, on Jewish history and the land
of Israel. Funds will also be earmarked
for a copying machine, and air condi-
tioning and soundproofing for the
library. In addition, funds will be sought
for the salary of a librarian and the
ongoing cataloging of new materials.

Yair Landau, one of the six children
of Vivian and Julie Landau, came on
aliyah with his family in 1970 from
Silver Spring, Md., and was a student at
Jerusalem’s Yeshivat HaKotel. Yair had
previously been involved in a number
of NCSY activities, and was scheduled
to lead NCSY’s Israel Summer Seminar
in the summer of 1982. Instead, he was
called to the front two weeks before the
group’s expected arrival.

The young soldier was mourned by
the entire 1SS group, which participated
in a ceremony marking the sheloshim at
his grave, and set up a daily seder of
Torah study in his memory.

A Goal of Teaching

According to Yair's mother, Vivian,
“the role of a library at the Israel Center
fits in with Yair’'s goal of teaching and
bringing people closer to Judaism.”" His
father, Julie, sees the library as a means
of helping others “‘feel as he felt about a

life of Torah and the land of Israel. He
wanted to establish a dialogue with
those who were not religious, and also
with those who lived abroad.”

Yair Landau, 2"/

Both of Yair's parents are successful
professionals in Jerusalem. Julie, a for-
mer chairman of the Washington
Council of Orthodox Congregations,
previously worked at the Library of
Congress in Washington, and now
heads a public relations firm. Vivian, a
nurse at Shaare Zedek Hospital, em-
barked on her training in nursing after
she had already joined the ranks of
grandmotherhood. Previously, she had
a career as an lIsraeli tourist guide.

One year after his death, Yair's mo-
ther remembers him as a sensitive per-
son, able to relate to others because he
knew “‘what it means to feel strange.
His direction became chinuch, primari-
ly to work with kids from overseas. He
never compromised the halachic point
of view, while at the same time avoid-
ing making kids feel he was shutting
them out. People felt comfortable with
Yair because he believed one can
never convince another person
through the hard sell.”

In addition to the library at the Israel
Center, the Landau family, through a
foundation it has established, hopes to
endow a small garden situated along-
side Binyani Ha'ooma near the en-
trance to Jerusalem, in memory of Yair.
Under the auspices of the Jerusalem
Foundation, such a corner bearing the
name of Yair Landau, would ‘‘make
him an integral part of the Eternal
City,”” his parents say.

The Orthodox Union/NCSY Israel
Center, centrally located at 10 Strauss
Street in the heart of Jerusalem, offers
lectures, classes, leadership training,
Shabbatonim, Melave Malkas, counsel-
ing, aliyah information and numerous
other services. Contributions to the Yair
Landau Memorial Library may be made
payable through a check to the Or-
thodox Union.

Ronald I. Rubin is a member of the
Orthodox Union Publications Commis-
sion.

Visiting Israel this summer? The
Orthodox Union/NCSY Israel
Center is at your service. Visit
the Israel Center at 10 Strauss
Street in Jerusalem (across the
street from Bikur Cholim Hospi-
tal), or call (02) 246206/7.

Please Bear With Us

... if you received more
than one copy of Jewish
Action this month. We
are revising our mailin
system and some dupli-
cation may occur in the
transition process. Due
to the volume of our
readership, the transition
is taking longer than we
had originally hoped. You
need not notify us of
these errors; the new
system, when fully in-
stalled, will automatically
eliminate duplicate la-
bels and streamline de-
livery of your next issue.
Thank you for you con-

tinued understanding.. -
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Post Page Five

IT'S HARD to understand that Yair
is dead, that his boundless energy is
stilled. A life that was just beginning
has come to an end.

Yair was only 23. The day before
the team of three soldiers appeared
ltke avenging angels to tell us of his
deatn, we had received a postcard
from ‘‘around Kiryat Shmona”.
Yair reminding us that it was his
Hebrew birthday. As new im-
migrants — we've only been in
Israel for 13 years — we celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries and similar
events on the Gregorian calender,
while our sabra youngsters adopted
the Hebrew date. It's hard to un-
derstand that there will be no more
birthdays, only a yahrzeir.

A promising teacher and youth
group leader will lead no more.
Only when friends came to visit dur-
ing the shiva period did we realize
the influence of our son’s synthesis
of Judaism and Zionism, of America
and Israel. We speak only English at
home, and our children are truly
bilingual. Yair used his English to
bridge the gap between the local
vouth and those who came from
abroad for a limited time. He made
the “foreigners' feel at home and
realize the meaning of a Jewish
homeland, even though they would
not commit themselves to living
here. And he made the non-
religious appreciate the value of
Judaism, even though they chose
not to live by the precepts. It's

G TO UNDERS

. By JULIAN J. LANDAU/Special to the Jerusalem Post

hard to understand how people can
ask: “Would you have come on

aliya if you knew that so great a ~

sacrifice would be necessary?”

Yair was only 10 when we arrived
in Israel. The move was preceded
by almost three decades of commit-
ment to Zionist ideology and ac-
tivity. There were the usual problem
areas of adjustment — financial dif-
ficulties, bureaucracy, the bad man-
ners and “I don't care” attitude of
some Israelis. But, to quote Shlomo
Avineri, Israel is the only place
where “a Jew could live a full
human life.”

Our children quickly became the
epitome of our Zionism, seeing
Israel as their home and the home
all of Jews. America was a good
place to visit, a land of plenty and
gadgets to be had cheaply, but they
belonged to Israel, which has
eliminated the dichotomy between
being a Jew and *‘one of the fel-
lows.”

The Jewish state synthesized
national and religious feelings, holi-
days and historical events. [t's hard
to understand that Yair, who loved
this country so much, will no longer
be able to urge others to live here,
to follow his example of a full com-
mitment to the Jewish state, to help

the land become an even better
home for other Children of Israel.

IT'S HARD to understand that our
son will have no children. He loved
children so much. He was always
ready, eager, to play with his
nephews and youngest brother, to
guide his sister and other brothers.
Perhaps there is some consolation
in a talmudic saying, **Great shall be
thei peace of thy children — read
not children, but thy builders.” The
builders of Israel, those youngsters
with whom Yair studied and worked
shall be his children, though he will
not be able to savour the fruits of his
teachings.

The “wars of the Jews™ continue
to rage. Never mind that we are sur-
rounded by enemies who seek to
destroy us, are engaged in a mortal
battle with those who seek to kill
children, women and innocent
civilians. We insist upon diverting
our limited energies to innuendos,
mud-slinging and slander, instead of
uniting against a common foe.

It's hard to understand why the
world media so purposefully mis-
represent the imagg of Israel. Why,
when, unlike any other army in the
world, the 1DF has endangered its
soldiers in an effort to prevent un-

necessary civilian casualties, is it
portrayed as ‘‘ruthless” and ‘‘in-
discriminate”? What conceivable
reason can there be for the almost
total blackout in the press and on
TV on the welcome given to Israeli
troops by so many Lebanese?

Is there any justification for the
media's emphasis on the destruction
of homes and other property (much
of it demolished in the previous
seven years of civil war) without a
bare mention of the PLO’s practice
of using civilian structures for
military purposes? Why were the in-
numerable stories of PLO threats,
theft, torture, rape and murder not
investigated by the world media?
It's hard to understand what hap-
pened to the much vaunted jour-
nalists’ credo of truth and objec-
tivity.

YAIR WAS a soldier in the IDF, as
are his friends, so I take criticism of
Israel’s army personally. And I re-
sent it. I know the calibre of these
boys, their devotion to our unique
concept of the “purity of arms”,
their willingness to give their lives
not only to derend *‘their own," but
also 1o avoid unnecessary killing, of
civiians and even of the enemy
fighting against them. It’s hard to
understand why others do not see
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them as they are. Yair was an
Israeli, dedicated to the defence of
his countrymen. He was unwilling
to accept a situation where the
blood of an Israeli child, woman or
man was hostage to those who
gained headlines and political sup-
port by murder, fear and threats.
Yair and his friends passed through
Kiryat Shmona on the way to the
battle in Lebanon. They could not
believe what they saw — children
huddled in dark and dank shelters,
men unable to get to their places of
work, deserted streets. They went to
war to allow the people of Israel to
live. It’s hard to understand that the
world would deny us that right.

It's not so hard to understand the
things that my son Yair lived, fought
and died for. He believed in his
country and his people — their
faith,history and future. He strove
to make them a little better. He
believed in the intrinsic good and
value of every individual, not in the
abstract, but in practice. He was
forced to go to battle to defend
these ideals, and he died fighting for
them. If there is a lesson to be
learned from Yair's death, and my
heart cries out for such a lesson to
bs understood as widely as possible,
it lies in his all too short life, in his
love of the land and the people of
[srael, and in the actions that will
make them able to live in peace, in
security, and as better human be-
ings.
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By STEWART AIN

Jerusalem—The phone rang as Vivian Landau sat
on a couch in the living room of her home here
telling about her decision to leave her Brooklyn
home and the comforts of America_and emigrate to
Israel 13 years ago. On the phone was the comman-
der of the tank unit in which her son, Yair, had been
killed just a month ago in the Bekaa Val)ey in
northeast Lebanon. -

“He has tried three times to meet with me to
explain what happened,” Landau said, as she hung
up the phone. “He'll be coming by this afternoon.”

She returned to the couch and continued talking
about Yair. Landau said that, shortly after she was
notified on June 16 that Yair had been killed six days

| hope by the time they
(her two youngest sons)
are ready for military
service that we won't
have any more wars’
Vivian Landau

earlier, members of the tank unit visited her to tell
her of the events that led to the tragedy..

“They didn’t have to come here, but they did, out
of a genuine caring,” she said. :

‘She said they told her that Yair’s tank and the
second tank traveling in a convoy to Beirut were
struck by Syrian missiles. A missile that slammed
into the front of the first tank caused it to burst into
flames and all inside were killed. The missile that hit

Yair's tank caused a_fire, but the tank d1d not
_explode. )

THE DRIVER OF THE tank jumped out un-
scathed, the tank commander was burned on the legs,
the gunner sustained burns over 80% of his body
after he was pulled out by a medic following in a
jeep. Yair, the radioman and ammunition loader, was
believed to have been killed instantly, Landau said.

“In a conversation we once had; it came out that
he didn't want to die; the thought of dying in'a
burning tank was frightening to him,” Landau aaid.
“Every soldier has those fears and at some point they
voice them. He had tried to protect me from that, but
on one occasion, it came out.”

Yair, who was to have celebrated his 23d birthday
just 13 days before his death, was a yeshiva student
in Jerusalem. He was enrolled in a special program
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that allowed him to combine his studxes with his
military obligations.

Landau said that in the days before the war began
on June 6, there was an expectant air in the country.
And when boys in military uniform began lining up
at bus depots on June 5, Landau said she knew the
war was about to start and “people began getting
nervous.”

“] DIDN'T KNOW IF we were going to get in and
get out,” she said of the expected battle. “Everybody
hoped that we would get out fast and then have quiet
on a our northern borders. We just wanted to get the
PLO (Palestine beeratxon Organization) terrorists
off our necks.”

/¢,

When the call from the military came for her son
he was at a friend’s house, and Landau admitted that
she was hoping she wouldn't be able to reach him to
tell him about the call up. But she did, and within 10
minutes he was home. He had decided not to wait to
for the bus and ran home instead. - < wng

" “He knew the army wanted him and he didn't want

“to let his friends down,” Landau recalled. “They have

a sense of responsibility to each other.
~u4] gewed the elastic band around his socks. I

- wanted to do something for him. I had a terrible,
~ sickening feeling inside. I didn't want him to go, but]

'would know he was not dead.” _ _.

kept'a stiff upper lip and said goodby.
Landau, who is 46, is training at Hadassah Hospi-
tal to be a nurse. She said that the next day she went

_to the hospital to learn that some wounded were

transported there because the hospitals in the north
had all of the casualties they could handle. And when
the helicopters carrying the wounded arrived, Land-
au said she went to the copter pad and looked at the
faces of the injured.

“] WAS SO SCARED THAT I would see a face I
knew, but I couldn’t turn away," she said. “I was
‘hoping to see Yair wounded becauge, at least, then 1
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After learnmg of Ymr s death a week Iater
Landau said she said to herself, “If only I hadn't
moved to Israel, this would not have happened.”

But she said, on reflection, that this was stupid
thinking because Yair could have been killed in a car
accident on Long Island where her brother and sxster
live.

Landau said she is convmced that “this was a war'

that had to come.”. _ 7
She said she had been to northern Israel and seen

“how the residents there were forced to live in

shelters to escape the rockets rained down on them
by the PLO.
“Somebody had to pay the price,”
don’t fight wars without casualties.”
Israeli law forbids combat duty for members of a

she said, “You

Yair Landau: killed in Lebanon.

Ve

family which has lost a nember in war. And Landau
said that her two youngest sons, now 7 and 13, want
to volunteer for the tanl corps.

“I hope by the time they are 18 and ready for
niilitary service that wewén't have any more wars,”
she said.

Asked if she has cmsidered leaving Israel and
feturmng{o the United states, Landau replied: “This
is my country and, besiles, I now have a son buried
in this country.” She ad her husband, Juhe wer
both born and raisad in Irooklyn
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Ail who knew the young couple, Livia,
a dedicated and involved social worker
with a B.A. in her profession from
Bar-llan University and Avi, with his
natural talent for transmitting his values
of service and love of Israel to others,
knew that they were born leaders,
examples of the best of our religious
youth.

"Actually,” reports Livia, ‘“‘we’d been
asked to go to the States next year as
“shlichim’* for the N.C.S.Y. (National
Council of Synagogue Youth) but
decided to delay our ‘shlichut’ when it
was pointed out to us that the group
going to Kiryat Shmona would break
up if we didn’t participate.”’

Avi's father had been an aliyah
“shaliach’’ himself to the States —
between the years of 1964 and 1967.
“And from the time Avi returned,
young as he was,”” says Livia, “he felt

it his duty to help people to come on
aliyah. Whenever he met new immigrants
or even people just visiting the country,
he’'d invite them to our home as well as
take them on trips throughout Israel.
He wanted to show them the nice side of
Isracl, to persuade them that their place
was here.

"Often, he'd take visitors and newcomers,
as well as his young Bnei Akiva charges
to such places as Kfar Etzion and

French Hill, telling them that it was
important that they realize that one has
to buy one’s world through suffering.
Looked at Israel that way he would say,
then, one has the strength to buy the
ticket, to find the fulfillment he knew
was here."”

Born in Jerusalem, Avi, a graduate of
the Netiv Meir Yeshiva, joined the
HESDER program, combining his Army
service in the Tank Corps with study at
the Kiryat Arba Yeshiva.

“Aviwas avery well-rounded individual,"”
notes his mother-in-law, Tova Solter.
“On one hand, he was very idealistic,
devoted to study and his profession of
teaching. Yet, at the same time, he was
avery human person — with a marvelous
sense of humor and a talent for mimicry.
But above all, he was a born guide who
Iov_ed to show people the Israel that was
SO important to him."”

Avi’s sense of service was also reflected
in the years he devoted to the youth
movement of Bnei Akiva, first as a
member, then as a counselor. ‘‘At the
age of 16, for example.” recalls Livia,
“he was a counselor for a group in a
moshav near Jerusalem. Once a week,
faithfully, he and 2 or 3 other
counselors would go there. Later, he
set up a branch of Bnei Akiva in the

Schmuel Hanavi neighborhood, walking
there every week from the Katamonim.
And, while we were in Mevasseret Zion,
he helped the fledgling Bnei Akiva
branch there really get started. We
became the mother and father of the
branch.”

Avi was twenty-five years old when he
fell in the battle near Lake Karoon. In
his memory, a revolving fund KEREN
AVI CHAI (AVI LIVES) has been
established to help both needy families
and young couples at his Yeshiva,
striving to acquire, as he was, both a
Yeshiva education and the tools for
teaching and educating others.
Donations may be sent to KEREN AVI
CHAI, Yeshiva Kollet Meretz, POB 6605,
Jerusalem.
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Yair Landau %'y

Yair Landau was born in Baltimore,
Md. in 1959. He made aliyah in 1969
together with his parents — Vivian and
Julian; his brothers — David, Nuri and
Avidan; and his sister — Atara. In 1975
his youngest brother, Avishai, was born
and in the same year his oldest brother,

David, was married. All live in Jerusalem.

After completing elementary school at
Neve Etzion, Yair spent the next two
years at the Himmelfarb High School in
Bayit Vegan. He completed his high
school at Yeshivat Or Etzion, in Merkaz
Shapira, under the guidance of Rabbi
Haim Druckman. In 1977 he began
studying at Yeshivat Hakotel in
Jerusalem and joined the Hesder
program there. ’

As he matured, Yair began to find his
goal in life as a combination of active
Zionism and Judaism. He felt that he
could best implement his beliefs by
passing them on to other youngsters,
especially those from abroad. Thus, in
the Yeshiva he automatically took the
“foreign’’ students under his wing,
befriending them and learning with
them. He started leading various groups,
including Israeli youth in the National
Youth Symphony, and became a
“madrich’ at the W.Z.0.’s Youth and
Hechalutz Department’s Kiryat Moriah
Shabbat and Summer programs, as well
as at the National Council of Synagogue
Youth (NCSY).

Last year, Yair also began studying at
the Swadran Teachers Institute for
Religious Studies and, despite the fact
that he was only a first-year student, he
was asked to be a substitute teacher at
the Himmelfarb High School where, for
three weeks, he taught Talmud at the
same school in which he once studied.

On June 11th Yair fell in the fierce tank
battle with the Syrians in Eastern
Lebanon two days after his 23rd
birthday.
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Yaron Zamir 1"

Yaron Zamir 9T was born on
October 27, 1980 at Kibbutz Ein Dor.
Studied in its schools (Mosad Ha-
Hinuchi TABOR). Yaron was an active
athlete and played basketball on the
HAPOEL EIN DOR team. He was
actively involved in the social and
cultural activities in the community.
Upon completion of his studies he
worked as a tractor driver in the
kibbutz field crops (cotton and melons).
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Yair was many things to many people — a beloved son, brother, uncle, and a dear
friend. In these roles he needs no memorial. He will live forever in our hearts, con-
stantly coming to mind as people, places and events remind us of how he all too
briefly, but so deeply, touched each and every one of us.

But Yair felt that he had a goal in life: He wanted to lead and to teach. He wanted to
bring young people closer to Judaism and to Israel. He wanted others to feel as he
felt about a life of Torah in the Land of Israel. He wanted to establish a dialogue with
those who were not religious, and also with those who lived abroad.

We — his family and friends — would like to continue and make his dreams come
true. For this purpose we have established Keren Yair.

The immediate aim of the Keren is to create two projects which we feel will put into
practice the goals and ideals Yair exemplified in his lifetime and which will be a
memorial to him.

The first of these is the establishment of a library in Yair's name at the Israel Center in
Jerusalem.

Yair was active in the Center and was scheduled to lead a summer group only a few
weeks after the war broke out.

The Israel Center of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America is the
head-quarters of the National Council of Synagogue Youth (NCSY) in Israel. It is
located in the center of Jerusalem and offers a wide variety of services to Israeli
youth and youth from abroad. Among its activities are shiurim, classes, lectures,
leadership training, Shabbatonim, Melave Malkot, summer groups, the providing of
information and counselling, and others. It is particularly interested in giving secular
youth an insight into Jewish life and values.

The library will serve as a major educational tool of the Center. It will include basic
sefarim in English and Hebrew, books on Jewish history and the Land of Israel, a
variety of guidance material, and brochures from numerous organizations detailing
programs of work and study in Israel.

The second project is a small garden near the entrance to Jerusalem, to be called
Gan Yair. Through the auspices of the Jerusalem Foundation, Gan Yair — situated
alongside Binyanei Ha'ooma — would provide passersby, tourists and Israelis alike,
a small corner to rest under the shade of a tree and the opportunity to relax for a
few moments in peace and quiet.

Because Jerusalem was Yair's home, in every sense of the word, and because he
loved the city so much, such a corner, bearing his name, would make him an
integral part of the Eternal City.

We hope that you feel as we do and will join us in implementing these projects.

Keren Yair Landau

c/o Landau and Fink

8 Keren Hayesod Street
Jerusalem 92101 Israel
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