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Missing wedding party found dead in car crash
By ILAN CHAIM and news agencies

JERUSALEM (June 8) - A night-long security alert and a massive search
threughout the Jordan Vailey ended this morning, when a helicopter
spotted the Fell family's wrecked car cverturned at the bottom of a
roadside wadi.

Inside the car police found the bodies of Or. Eli P&il, 46, his wife,
Claucine, 45, their son, Uri, and two of Uri's friends, Sgt. Eyal Yoninian
and David Ben-ishai, all frem Jerusalem. They had left the capital
yestercay afterncen for Moshav Hazorim near Titerias, where Uri was o
be married to Keren Avi-Naim.

Jucea and Samaria police said the Palls’ car had apparently been
speeding whean the zs yet unidentified driver failed to negcetiate a sharp

n the winding Jordan Valley highway, about five kilometers north of
Meshav Argaman. The car swerved across the oppoesite lane and ran off
the road, overturning several times till it came to rast at the bottam of =
wadi scme four meters below.

Forensic investigators had not released their report by late afternoon, but
Fire and Rescue Service perscnnei who extracted the victims' bodies
from the wreck were quoted by Israel Radio as saying that all five had
apearently besn killed instantly from the impact.

israel Police, {DF trocps, voiunteers, and Paiestinian Psiice units had
searcned since 2arly yesterday evening for the Pslls' car, amid growing
aperenensicn that they had been victims of a terror attack. When they
failed to arrive at the mosnav in the afternoon for the wedding ceremeny,
worried rslatives contacted oolice and inquired whether there had bear
any road mishaps. The absence of reportad accidents on the valley road
scon led to fears cf a more sinister expianation for the family's
disappeararcs - terrorist acrion.

Security officials wers in cocntact with the Palestinian Authority and Prime
Vinister Sinyamin Netanyahu was ccnstantly sriefed on the progress of
the search. During the course of the avening conflicting and srrenecus
reports claced the car and its occupanis first in an Arab village in the
Hebron area - far in the oprosite diraction of their destination - and |atar
in an Arso vilage near Jericho, on the Jordar ‘/alley rcac. These szriizi
repcris were follcwea avidly by most of the country, increasing
speculation aocut some new form of terrorism.

Insteac, at about 10 a.m. today, a search helicopter found the wreckage

of ancther fatal road accident. The Pells and Yoninian were buried in

Jeruszlem this afterncen; Ben-ishai's funeral has vet tc be announced.
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