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The Jerusalem Post Friday, June 7, 2002

NEWS

At a brother’s graveside

By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Amit Reisel of Hadera had been dreaming of
his wedding. How photographers would capture
his happy moments with those he loved, includ-
ing his brother, Dotan, 22. He had been thinking
of what to say about his brother during the cele-
bration next month. :

He never imagined his words of love would be
said instead by Dotan’s graveside. “Who would
believe I would be eulogizing you. I had meant to
speak about you on another stage, that of my wed-
ding,” Amit said yesterday to the hundreds of
mourners gathered at the Hadera Military Cemetery.

“Here there are also photographers, but they are
recording your funeral instead of my wedding. I
promise you that we will stay strong in honor of
your memory... I love you,” Amit said to his
brother, one of the 17 victims of the terrorist
attack -at Megiddo junction early Wednesday
morning.

Nine of the victims were from Hadera, bringing
t0 25 the number of its residents killed in terrorist
attacks since September 2000.

-St.-Sgt. Dotan Reisel was'returning to his base,
along with 12 other soldiets who were also killed.

At his funeral, his' aunt llana said: “My sweet
Dotan, the bitter news has left us in shock. You
appeared on the news before we had time to tell your
grandfather you can no longer come to visit him...
You were so sure this would never happen to you.

é

L )SMmeta

You traveled every day to your army base, on the’

road of death until it found you. Yesterday momning,

your family said goodbye to you with a sandwich'

and a kiss. Your mother worried about your safety,
that you would learn and find a profession.”

A family friend, Tamar Aviva, said: “You were
a boy who filled the house with love. You set out
for a long day, and suddenly you turned into an
angel. You were a brave soldier who disappeared.

We will remember you as a young man who

dreamed dreams he will never get to fulfill”
Hadera Mayor Yisrael Sadan said: “If I could

ask Dotan and any of the others from Hadera who

were killed what they would want from us, they

-would say, continue forward, be strong. There is

no comfort for this family and all the families.
The city of Hadera is one large family of mourn-
ing. This has been a very difficult day.”

“We hope your sacrifice; Dotan, was not made

in vain,” Sadan said.

Reisel was the last of six soldiers in less than 24
hours to be buried in a small corner of the ceme-
tery by an orange grove. Earlier in the afternoon,
colleagues sat on a wall waiting for the funeral of
St.-Sgt. Tzvi Gelber. They had lost four friends
from the base in the attack.

“We were sure from the beginning they were
killed,” said Ortan Znad, “because we know who
travels on that bus. There is nothing to say, no one
should ever have to go through this.”

One friend in tears said, “I keep trying to imag-

ine their last moments, how they must have tried
to escape, but couldn’t.”

Tears fell slowly down Zivan Rahmani’s cheeks
as she look out at four fresh graves covered with
wreaths and flowers, and another two empty ones,
surrounded by mounds of dirt and shovels.
Workers were busy laying out wooden planks to
hold the coffin. ‘
today,” Rahmani said.

Gelber’s coffin was carried to the grave by sol-

. “Look at how many young people were buried

diers in a pine box covered with an Israel flag.

One relative being supported by others cric 1t
in tears, “It’s not Tzvika, it’s not Tzvika. I caa’t

~ believe he’s not coming home any more. Why,

why, you were a flower.”

This was not the first time Gelber was in a ter-
rorist attack, relatives said. He missed the bus that
was attacked in Wadi Ara in March, in which
seven were killed. i

A friend at the funeral said, “Every ‘morning,
including your last morning, you continued on
the route to your base. You continued, you were
not afraid. You continued responsibly. You were
the prince of the family. It’s hard to talk about you
in the past. Your house, your family, your unit will
not return to what it was. Your absence has left a

- wound that will not heal. We will miss your smile

and the special air around you:”’
See GRAVESIDE, Page A13
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