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Sargeant Major Nir Krichman

Nir was born on the 29™ of the month of Iyar, May 26, 1979 in
Hadera. He was the son of Hadas and Paniel, brother of Ran and

Sivan.

Nir spent his childhood years surrounded by family and friends, often
at the beach or hiking outdoors. When Nir was nine years old his
friend Yuval was in a car accident, and Nir did not leave his side for a

moment. That was the kind of boy Nir was.

He graduated from Hadera High School, where he majored in
Physics. In high school he prepared himself physically for his military
service, hoping to be accepted to an elite combat unit.

After training, he turned to the elite Navel Commando unit, where he
served as a warrior for four years and three months. When he was
killed he was only three months away from the end if his term of
military service. On the second day of Operation Defensive Shield, Nir
was patrolling in an area outside Nablus. He was shot in the head at

close range by a group of terrorists.

Nir was twenty three years old when he died. He was buried in the
military cemetery in Hadera, leaving his father, mother, brother,

sister and many friends with the anguish of his loss.



Nir's friends and family have done much to conserve his memory,
including several teen education programs, an annual sailing event in
his name, and a website in his memory. The following letter was

written by one of his friends:

“And if a stranger, not from here, shall ask about Nir, , how will I find
the words, to describe his character? How does one describe a life
using solely words? How can I explain him leaving? For I might not
recall all of the things he loved so much to talk of... And if a stranger,
who didn’t know him, tries to understand the years that passed, how
will he see that from a shy boy Nir became an impressive young
man? And how can I explain the countless jokes, those which he
accumulated throughout his life, and how shall I describe all of his
loves, and the light that shines from his eyes? How will his loud
laughter be depicted, with the clap of his hand that always followed?
And what shall I tell of his handsome face, and the wrinkles in the
corners of his eyes and his forehead? I don't know enough to tell
about his bravery in combat, since I had never seen him in battle. I
can only describe what he was in my eyes. That is the only thing I
can tell. To me he was the greatest one of all. To me, he was a

friend.”

May Nir's memory be with us always.
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